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Organization drops funds for Flaming Gorge water pipeline study

By gary.harmon 
Wednesday, January 30, 2013

The state’s most powerful water organization will spend no more money to study ways of piping water from the
Western Slope to the Front Range, a move heralded by environmental organizations but one that might not squelch
the idea.

The Colorado Water Conservation Board turned away a request that it continue to fund a study of how to pursue
large water projects, such as a proposed pipeline to the Front Range from Flaming Gorge Reservoir in Wyoming.

The board’s decision was greeted as a victory by Protect the Flows, an organization of recreation, agricultural and
other interests that depend on the Colorado River.

“This decision tells Coloradans that (Gov. John Hickenlooper) and the water board know how much we value our
superb recreation opportunities and the huge economy in Colorado generated by outdoor enthusiasts and tourism,”
Protect the Flows spokeswoman Molly Mugglestone said.

Water board members noted that such projects would be more appropriately studied by the Interbasin Compact
Committee, a 27-member committee established to address statewide water issues.

The proposed Flaming Gorge pipeline has been rejected on several levels and by federal agencies. It was criticized
by government agencies, including Mesa County and Grand Junction, which cited unanswered questions about the
effects of the project.

The Interbasin Compact Committee “has a new water-supply committee and this seems to belong to them,” said
Chris Treese, spokesman for the Colorado River Water Conservation District. “I think that’s an important dialogue to
have and it’s one we’ve been involved with all along.”

The water board’s decision amounted to an endorsement of the need for conservation over development, Protect
the Flows said.

Abandoning talk of water-development projects is a non-starter, Club 20 Executive Director Bonnie Petersen said.

“Given the drought situation,” Petersen said, “at some level it would seem we would have to talk about storage.”


