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FREMONT COUNTY 

Cotter cleanup on track 

Advisory group plotting next move for mill

By TRACY HARMON 

THE PUEBLO CHIEFTAIN 

_________________________________________ 

CANON CITY — A Community Advisory Group met for the first time Thursday, kicking off what will be a 15- to 20year
process to decommission the Cotter Corp. Uranium Mill south of town.

The Cotter Uranium Mill opened in 1958, became a part of a Superfund cleanup site in 1984 and ceased processing
uranium for yellowcake in 2006. Cotter officials plan to close the mill forever and have already torn down most of the
buildings on site.

At the meeting Thursday, the 14-member advisory group was introduced to entirely new teams of U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency and state health department officials who will help guide the clean up of the site.

“The community advisory group input is always useful to the EPA,” said Martin Hestmark of the EPA.

“We are going to listen to you,” said Mario Robles, a project manager for the EPA.

Among members of the new group are Jackie Mewes, a Canon City resident who worked 26 years at the Rocky Flats
Nuclear Weapons plant during production and closure.

“There is a broken infrastructure here because I see that things are not followed up on for sometimes two to three
years. The process and regulations need to be up to date and the EPA needs to provide facilitation,” Mewes said.

Joe McMahon will serve as group facilitator on behalf of the EPA. He told the group members, “You all have other hats
but in these meetings you are representing the community.”

“Am I missing something or why don’t we have a member from Cotter?” asked group member Marvin Eller. “They can’t
be all bad.” McMahon told Eller that the group probably will get input from Cotter officials but that likely will come
through the state health department and not through an actual representative sitting on the board. The group will
advise state and federal health officials on proposals but it will be up to those agencies to make final decisions on the
cleanup process. Chris Urbina, health department executive director, told the group that a road map on how the
cleanup will proceed should be ready within a month, giving the group time to organize. At that point, a year-long
pause in work will come to an end and cleaning up the mill site will begin, he said.
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Health officials (from left) Martin Hestmark of the EPA, Chris Urbina, director of the State Health Department,
and Community Advisory Group facilitator Joe McMahon discuss how the new advisory group will help give
input on Cotter Uranium Mill cleanup and decommissioning.
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